


She added that “The revision of Common Agricultural Policy is at the moment the most important priority for AREPO, in order 
to achieve the right support for GIs and quality products in the next programming period”.

Assuring that the CAP budget is maintained at least at current levels, re-af�rming the principle of subsidiarity and the 
importance of regionalisation of the largest part of CAP instruments are the general objectives shared by AREPO member 
Regions.

Concerning quality and origin products, AREPO asks for strengthening support through Rural Development both introducing 
a strong horizontal priority and integrating support for producers groups in the existing measure for quality schemes.

The round table with high level regional representatives of AREPO Regions, introduced by the President of OriGIn, Claude 
Vermot-Desroches, President of the famous French cheese Comté PDO has further highlighted the importance of valorisation 
of quality and origin products for the rural development.

The conference was followed in the evening by the presentation and tasting of traditional products from AREPO member 
Regions and from agri-food cooperatives of the Sudoe. This year AREPO welcomed the products from 22 member Regions 
from 5 different EU countries and from 3 unions of agri-food cooperatives from the AGROSMARTcoop project - AGACA, Coop 
de France Nouvelle-Aquitaine and UniNorte from Região do Norte in Portugal. OriGIn as well participated in our event with a 
stand of GI products. This event showed the diversity and quality of European productions of agri-food products under PDO, 
PGI and Organic Farming.

AGROSMARTcoop partners from 5 unions of agrifood cooperatives AGACA (Galicia), FCAE (Euskadi), CACLM (Castilla-La Mancha), UniNorte (Região 
do Norte) and Coop de France Nouvelle-Aquitaine and two research centers UTAD (Região do Norte) and CICYTEX (Extremadura) with the President of 

AREPO, Mrs Theano Vrentzou-Skordalaki, Vice-Governor of Crete. The picture was taken during the tasting evening.
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