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AREPO's position and policy 

recommendations on the EC 

proposal on the revision of 

EU GIs
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• GIs and sustainability

• Existing initiatives

• AREPO position on GI review concerning 

sustainability
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Association of 

European Regions for 

Products of Origin

AREPO is a network of 
regions and producer 
associations that deals with 
products of origin and EU 
quality certifications

> 60% of GIs of EU

> 33 Regions

> 8 Member States

Presidency: Region of 
Extremadura

Vice-presidency: Parmigiano
Reggiano Consortium

https://www.arepoquality.eu/members-map/
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TERRITORY PRODUCT

SUSTAINABILITY

PRODUCT SPECIFICATION

LINK

COLLECTIVE GOVERNANCE
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ECONOMIC

SOCIOCULTURAL

ENVIRONMENTAL

• Protection of rural 

landscape

• Sustainable management 

of local resources

• Preservation of 

biodiversity

• Animal welfare

• Improve producers incomes, 

quality of life and position in 

value chain

• Diversification and  

multifunctionality of rural 

economy

• Keep local production 

system alive, preserve the 

rural fabric 

• Contribute to the local 

economy, notably in 

disadvantaged areas

• Maintain and develop 

agricultural employment

• Preservation of cultural and 

gastronomic heritage

• Preservation of traditional diets

• High standards of food safety, 

traceability and quality (product 

specifications)

• Empowement of producers and 

local stakeholders (collective 

governance)

• Valorisation of rural identity and 

territorial reputation
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GIs & economic 

sustainability – some data

EC Study on the economic value of EU quality schemes: clear economic benefit for producers in 

terms of marketing and increase of sales thanks to high quality and reputation of these products, and 

willingness of consumers to pay to get the authentic product. 

Significant sales value:

 GIs +TSGs accounted for an estimated sales value of €77.15 billion (2017), 7% of EU food and 

drink sector estimated at €1,101 billion in 2017;

 GIs considered alone represented a sales value of €74.76 billion;

 Wines represented more than half of the sale value (€39.4 billion), agricultural products and 

foodstuffs 35% (€27.34 billion), and spirit drinks 13% (€10.35 billion);

Higher sales premium for protected products:

 The GIs sales value was on average double than the sales value for similar products without a 

certification;

Exports of geographical indications:

 Geographical indications represent 15.5% of the total EU agri-food exports.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/evaluation-policy-measures/products-and-markets/eco-values-gis-tsg_en
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GIs & economic 

sustainability – some data

Strength2food project (H2020) on the impact of EU quality policy carried a study on 

the socio-economic impact of producing GI products in Italy, France and Spain (60% 

of total GIs registered at EU level).

The results shown that an increase of the number of GI products generate a 

positive socio-economic impact in a short and long run.

Main messages and policy implications: 

• The GIs contribute to strengthening the rural areas and creating job 

opportunities that are consolidated over time.

• GIs favour employment growth even in firm with low productivity. 

• The sustainability of these companies is due precisely to the production 

characteristics that justify a greater consumers willingness to pay and a higher 

market price.

Raimondi V., Curzi D., Arfini F., Olper A., Aghabeygi M., 2018, Evaluating Socio-Economic Impacts of PDO on 

Rural Areas. Complete study available here: https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/275648/?ln=en

https://www.strength2food.eu/2021/04/26/strategic-guide-on-sustainable-food-quality-schemes/
https://ageconsearch.umn.edu/record/275648/?ln=en
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Existing initiatives on 

GIs and sustainability

GI are not a magical tool: 

Necessary conditions to 

attain sustainability: 

⌲ the specific quality 

linked to origin that is 

well defined in the 

specifications 

⌲ the collective action and 

territorial governance; 

⌲ the effective marketing 

efforts; and 

⌲ the legal framework and 

role of the public sector

Source: FAO 2010

https://www.fao.org/3/i1760e/i1760e.pdf
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Existing initiatives on 

GIs and sustainability

Farm

Supply chain

Single product

Voluntary

Mandatory

Product 
specification

Additional
certification

Multiple 
products

Voluntary
engagement
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Producers led initiatives –

Comté PDO

Comté is a French PDO cheese. It is a raw milk, 

cooked and pressed cheese. Its terroir is the 

Jura Mountains, ranging from 200 to 1500 m in 

altitude.

Product specifications define socio-economic 

characteristics of production. Very special 

example: producers association decided to 

discourage the intensification of milk 

production in the Jura massif by specifying :

 permitted cow breeds;

 minimal grassland area (1 ha per cow); 

 limits on fertilizers (max 120 kgN organic and 

mineral per ha and per year);

 limits on milk productivity per hectare; 

 limit on the size of fruitières in terms of 

production capacity.
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Producers led initiatives –

Comté PDO

Source: https://www.comte.com/documents/documents-officiels/

https://www.comte.com/documents/documents-officiels/
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Producers led initiatives 

for supply chain - CNAOL

Cnaol, the National Council of Dairy Denomination of Origin

(France), has the role of defending and promoting dairy

designations of origin at national and international level. It brings

together all the GI producer groups of the 51 French dairy PDOs

(46 cheeses, 3 butters and 2 creams).

Sustainable Dairy PDO approach:

• 3 pillars of sustainability

• Six themes

• Divided into 18 objectives  65 commitments

In 2021, each GI producer group had to make a minimum of

18 commitments out of the 65 to meet the common

objectives.
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Producers led initiatives 

for supply chain - CNAOL

Roue des AOP laitières durables.
Source : Cnaol

https://presse.filiere-laitiere.fr/assets/cnaol-brochure-aop-laitieres-un-modele-agricole-et-alimentaire-durable-20f7-ef05e.html?lang=fr
https://presse.filiere-laitiere.fr/assets/cnaol-brochure-aop-laitieres-un-modele-agricole-et-alimentaire-durable-20f7-ef05e.html?lang=fr
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The Geographical Indication Pathway to 

Sustainability: A Framework to Assess 

and Monitor the Contributions of 

Geographical Indications to 

Sustainability through a Participatory 

Process

https://www.fao.org/in-action/quality-and-origin-program/resources/publications/linking-people-places-products/ar/
https://www.fao.org/publications/card/en/c/CA5693EN/
https://www.fao.org/policy-support/tools-and-publications/resources-details/fr/c/1175499/
https://www.fao.org/publications/card/fr/c/CB6511EN/
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/14/7535/htm
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Other initiatives -

Strength2food project

https://www.strength2food.eu/2021/04/26/strategic-guide-on-sustainable-food-quality-schemes/
https://www.strength2food.eu/resources/
https://www.strength2food.eu/2019/11/22/strength2food-book-on-the-sustainability-of-food-quality-schemes-published/
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Other initiatives -

Qualimentaire

https://www.qualimentaire.fr/wp-content/uploads/Observatoire_SIQO_HdF_durabilite_2019.pdf
https://www.qualimentaire.fr/wp-content/uploads/Observatoire_SIQO_DURABILITE_2021.pdf
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Revision of the EU GIs 

system: main novelties

⌲ UNITARY SYSTEM OF EU GIs: HARMONISATION of procedures and protection 

provisions for all sectors

⌲ Common set of rules for controls and enforcement for spirit drinks and agricultural 

products 

⌲ Procedures will increasingly make use of electronic and digital tools

⌲ Improved protection on the Internet, also concerning DNS

⌲ Clarification of the legal framework for GIs used as ingredients

⌲ Mandatory EU logo for agricultural products and foodstuffs while voluntary for wine 
and spirit drinks 

⌲ SUSTAINABILITY: Inclusion of sustainability undertakings in

product specifications, following the agreement of the producer group

⌲ GOVERNANCE: Producer groups vs. Recognised producer groups

⌲ GIs MANAGEMENT: EUIPO’s technical assistance in the registration,

amendment of product specifications and in opposition procedures

European Commission proposal for a regulation on Geographical 

Indications & impact assessment 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12664-Food-drink-EU-geographical-indications-scheme-revision-_en


GI review and sustainability:
Sustainability undertaking

What about the present legal framework?

“The product specification may contain a description of the contribution of the 

designation of origin or geographical indication to sustainable development” 
See art.2 (5) (b) Reg. 2021/2117

EC regulation proposal on GI system review goes further

The proposal does not define sustainability, sustainability undertakings nor 

sustainability standard, this should by made through delegated acts

Producers can adopt sustainability undertaking (voluntary), but once adopted 

they have to be included in product specifications 

• Lack of holist approach (focus on health and nutritional aspects)

• Risk of standardisation if approach does not consider territorial 

dimension and specificities

• Legal uncertainty due to lack of definition in main regulation
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RISKS:

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2021.435.01.0262.01.ENG
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⌲ Important to acknowledge and promote existing GI

contribution to sustainability

⌲ Sustainability should not be imposed, but encouraged and

accompanied: voluntary approach to be maintained

⌲ An holistic and multidimensional definition of

sustainability undertaking should be included in the

regulation (not delegated acts)

⌲ To avoid standardization, producers should choose the

most appropriate strategy for their product and territory

GI review and sustainability:
Sustainability undertaking
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⌲ Carrying out ex-ante evaluations of the impact of

registering a new GIs;

⌲ Ex-post evaluation of the impact of a registered GI in

order to update product specifications addressing eventual

sustainability issues and taking into account consumers

expectations, developments in scientific and technical

knowledge, evolution in market and marketing standards, as

well as climate change adaptation and risk management;

⌲ Introduce training for GIs producers and producer

groups in order to accompany them through a sustainability

assessment.

GI review and sustainability:
Sustainability undertaking

Most producers are either not aware of GI contribution to sustainability or lack 

the capacities to integrate all sustainability elements into the management of 

their GI system. They need public financial support:



GI review and sustainability:
Producer groups

The EC proposal introduces a double system of governance, 2 kinds of actors:

Producer groups & recognized producer groups

This could impact on sustainability on different levels:

 Strengthening the collective governance of GI system  is 

fundamental since governance is a pillar of GI sustainability;

 The proposal leaves to the producer groups (not recognized) the 

competence to adopt sustainability undertaking, without 

establishing any criteria to take the decision in terms of producer 

representativeness  risk of unbalances and exclusion

 The current wording does not take into account the diversity of 

legal situations in the Member States and risks undermining 

well-functioning collective governance systems that are already in 

place in many MS.
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RISKS AND OPPORTUNITIES:
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⌲ The legislative proposal needs to define general rules and

principles on the GI groups, their powers and how a GI

group can be recognized by a MS;

⌲ Subsidiarity: National specificities need to be considered

in order to take into account differences among MS as well as

among different sectors, and to let MS maintain or improve

their national system;

⌲ General principles: democratic and transparent decision

making to assure a balance representativeness between the

different members of the producer group and avoid

exclusion.

GI review and sustainability:
Producer groups



GI review and sustainability:
EUIPO & GIs management

The EC proposal introduces EUIPO’s technical assistance in 

procedures of: 

 registration, 

 amendment of product specifications, 

 cancellation and 

 in opposition. 

While the legal responsibility of these procedures should remain to the 

EC.

This could have an impact on how sustainability is included in 

product specifications since EUIPO would be in charge of 

amendment procedure.
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⌲ GIs are more than IPR, EC should maintain the

responsibility and the competences over registration,

amendment, cancellation and opposition procedures;

⌲ EUIPO expertise could be useful and enriching on

Intellectual Property Rights and administrative issues;

⌲ The division of competences should be clearly detailed

in the main regulation;

⌲ The proposal should clarify that the registration of a GI

and any other procedures should remain strictly free of

charge.

GI review and sustainability:
EUIPO & GIs management
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