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The US is one of the few countries in the world
that does not provide an independent system
to recognize and protect Gls. Several schemes
are available for that purpose (in some cases
they might overlap, as a product’'s name might
benefit from more than one of them):

 Trademarks (including certification and
collective marks) available to all kind of
products (administered by the US Patent and
Trademark Office - PTO);

« American Viticultural Areas (AVAS) available
for wines, administered by the Alcohol and
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB);

+ Political appellations available for wines;

+ Geographical names for distinctive types
of distilled spirits, available for spirits,
administered by the Alcohol and Tobacco
Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB);

» Marketing orders available for fruits,
vegetables and crops, administered by the
Department of Agricultural (USDA).
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'An interesting exception to this is the recognition of “Bourbon” and “Tennessee Whiskey” in 44 countries outside
the US through the joint efforts by the Office of the United States Trade Representative and the Alcohol and
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau.

2International Organizations - such as the FAO - consider Gls as an ideal tool for the sustainable rural development
of local communities, https://www.fao.org/geographical-indications/en.
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BOX: oriGin

oriGIn is the global alliance of GI groups and
institutions dedicated to:

|, Campaigning for robust protection of Gls in
national laws and international treaties; and

1. Promoting a model of managing value
chains which is poised to respond to the emerging
economic, social and environmental challenges.

oriGIn represents today some 600 Gls groups and
institutions in the sectors of agriculture, wines,
spirits and craft products, from 40 countries. Join
us if you wish to engage in protecting and adding
value to, distinctive geographical names as well
as responding to the emerging sustainability

challenges faced by them.

More information:
www.origin-gi.com
info@origin-gi.com
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