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Agenda

ASSOCIATION DES
REGIONS EUROPEENNES
DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE

Statutory part | 09:30 - 11:00

>

>

>

Presentation of the agenda | Laurent GOMEZ m

Welcome by a Regional Representative of Catalufia | Rosa CUBEL MUNOZ
Welcome by AREPO President | Alessandro BEDUSCHI

2025 Intermediate Activity Report of the Presidency | Alessandro BEDUSCHI
Intervention by AREPO Vice-presidency | César SALDANA

Presentation on the state of the provisional accounts 2025 | Laurent GOMEZ

Vote on the contribution 2026 | Laurent GOMEZ

Coffee Break | 11:00 — 11:15
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Cataluna World Region of Gastronomy 2025 | 11:15 — 11:45

Thematic Part 1| 11:45 - 13:00

> Public Regional Quality Schemes | Raul PEREZ IRATXETA

> Update on AREPO main policy priorities and activities | Francesca ALAMPI

» Information on the organization of the 2026 European promotion event | Giulia SCAGLIONI

> Update on Gl SMART | Giulia SCAGLIONI, Chema GIL

Lunch break | 13:00 — 14:30

Thematic Part 2 | 14:30 — 16:30
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STATUTORY PART

09:30 - 11:00
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Welcome speech

Rosa CUBEL MUNOZ

Secretary for Food of the Government of Catalunya
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Welcome speech

Alessandro BEDUSCHI | AREPO President

Minister for Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forestry of Lombardia
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2025 Intermediate Activity Report
of the Presidency

Alessandro BEDUSCHI | AREPO President

Minister for Agriculture, Food Sovereignty and Forestry of Lombardia

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025 Slide 7 of 75




VOTE

on the intermediate activity report of the
Presidency
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Intervention by AREPO
Vice-Presidency

César Saldana | AREPO Vice-President
President of CADO
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Presentation on the state of the
provisional accounts 2025

Laurent GOMEZ | AREPO Secretary General
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Financial report for 2024 and projection for 2025

Dépenses par poste

Réalisé 2020 | Réalisé 2021

€TTC

€TTC

Réalisé 2022 | Réalisé 2023

€TTC

€TTC

Réalisé 2024
€TTC

Prévu 2025
€TTC

AREPO

ASSOCIATION DES
REGIONS EUROPEENNES
DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE

Situation et prévisionnel 2025

Contrat Giulia et Francesca : salaires, charges, logement,

2024 : 2éme année a 1,5 ETP a Bruxelles / 2025 augmentations

TR, Mutuelle. .. 73700 69.994 88.824 104.822 112.293 116.300 290€ FA et 70€ GS
Stage 2900 0 0 0 0 0
Consulting 38400 36.537 37.514 37290 30.797 34.920 Baisse en 2024, remonte en 2025 mais en dessous de 2023
Avion, train, hotels, restauration, km pour SG et team 3700 8.206 16.074 8.134 9312 8.000
Bruxelles
Avion, train, hétels, restauration, km pour membres 5000 4.511 8.651 5.419 4.120 4.000
2 Réunions pléniéres dont interprétres, traiteur, bus... 12600 31.121 52.221 51.218 42174 54.100 2025 : 2 AG (Bruxelles et Barcelone) dont lancement GI SMART
Tél., internet, fournitures, publicité, p':‘:li:;‘g::s' 3900 6.589 5.957 5704 4232 6.000 1 événement & prévoir 23 avril 2026
Selalbl 0 LI e Sl blell Cutl Ll 6600 4.207 5.870 12.240 8.431 6.000 2023 et 2024, frais de controle des projets UE
contréleurs, Partena
Autres charges de gestion courantes 800 5.674 1.185 763 0 1.000
Frais bancaires 100 144 161 310 375 300
Charges exceptionnelles 0 120 7778 0 0 0
Total *147700 167.103 224.235 225.900 211734 230.620 225.000

*Année COVID

Ressources Réalisé 2020 | Réalisé 2021 | Réalisé 2022 | Réalisé 2023 | Réalisé 2024 | Prévu 2025 Situation et prévisionnel 2025
€TTC €TTC €TTC €TTC €TTC €TTC
Cotisations des Régions membres 4500 €/an 130500 135.000 135.000 135.000 187.000 180.000 168.500
Revenus des produits financiers 3700 1.069 1.246 2.866 2.386 2.400
i . 4440 24.094 0 Fini
Projet Agrosmart Global --> Gl Smart 20.937 69.891 36972 -
Projet Mooving 12.700 € regus / Fini
Gl SMART 48.220 30.000 € (8 mois) — 15.000 € (4 mois)
Autres produits de gestion courante (coti§ations 0 687 0 554 320 0
sociales...)
Produits exceptionnels 0 93 0 10.350 0 5.000 EFOW event Bruxelles
460 0 9.508
Autres produits dont Com UE et autres remboursements 0
Total 139100 160.942 175.691 218.661 226.678 230.620 238.000

Résultat
Capital disponible (total fonds propres)
Parts sociales Banques Crédit agricole

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025

220.623

214.462

165.918
15.000

158.680
15.000

173.624
15.855

173.624
15.855

+ 13.000
186.000
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Financial report for 2024 and projection for 2025 %
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255.500
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VOTE

on the contribution for 2026
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COFFEE BREAK

11:00 - 11:15
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Cataluna World Region of
Gastronomy 2025

Departament d’Agricultura, Ramaderia, Pesca i Alimentacio de la Generalitat de
Catalunya
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THEMATIC PART 1

EU Policy update and future AREPO activities

11:45 - 13:00
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Public Regional Quality Schemes

Raul PEREZ IRATXETA | Euskadi Region

Deputy Regional Minister for Food and Rural Development
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Update on AREPO main policy priorities
and activities In the first half of 2025

Francesca ALAMPI | AREPO policy officer
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Towards a Gl Action Plan \hﬁ‘\_

> Vision for Agriculture and Food -> Promoting further the uptake of Geographical Indications

= EU GI Action Plan: a comprehensive set of non-legislative measures aimed at promoting Gls across the Union. Such a
plan would serve to consolidate the achievements of the reform and support the development of the sector, to the benefit of
both producers and consumers. ‘* Publication likely to happen in 2027.

= “A Producers’ Vision for the EU Action Plan on Geographical Indications & Launch of the GI SMART
Community Platform” — Brussels, 25-26 June 2025: it aimed to contribute to shaping the EU Action Plan for Gls by

bringing forward the practical challenges and expectations of Gl producers. The topics addressed were not only timely and
relevant for producers, but also fully aligned with the research agenda of the GI SMART project.

= Structured around five thematic panels:

“Why choose the Gl path?”

“Challenges arising from the EU Regulations”

“Economic challenges — building a competitive environment for Gls”

“Social challenges — Gls and the rural fabric”

L Y /o B

“Environmental challenges — promoting biodiversity and natural habitats”
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Towards a Gl Action Plan %

“We must boost Gl uptake, increase visibility, and strengthen consumer trust.

Rather than new reforms, the priority is to implement the existing Regulation within a strategic framework that
supports producers and raises awareness among consumers.”

— Commissioner Christophe Hansen

The Commissioner’s main proposals included:

B

B

B

targeted promotion campaigns;
the creation of an annual EU Gl Award,;

stronger cooperation with supermarkets;

exploring the use of Gls in public procurement policies, inspired by the organic sector;
reinforcing Gl protection through trade agreements;
using platforms like the GI SMART Community to share best practices;

leveraging EU-funded innovation projects to strengthen the credibility and sustainability of the Gl system.
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Towards a Gl Action Plan W

“This is the right moment to build a common strategy for the future of Gls.
With the input of producers and regions, we can make sure that the Action Plan delivers concrete answers to real

challenges.”
— Alessandro Beduschi, President of AREPO

President Beduschi announced the launch of a Europe-wide survey to assess the early stages of

implementation of the new Gl Regulation

The results of this survey would help shape the upcoming European Gl Action Plan, ensuring it reflects the
real needs and experiences of stakeholders across the Union.
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Public Food Procurement %

> Proposal for a regulation as regards the strengthening of the position of farmers in the food supply
chain:

Position approved by the EP: EU countries will have to ensure that supply contracts awarded under
public procurement procedures are sourced from agricultural and food products originating in the
Union, in particular using local and seasonal products. Priority should be given to products with EU
geographical indications.

> The revision of the legal framework on public procurement -> A formal proposal to revise the framework
is expected from the Commission in Q4 2026.

Event: Assises régionales de I’alimentation - Région Centre-Val de Loire (Orléans, 7 Octobre 2025)

Panel discussion on how Gls and quality products can support access to “good food”. We stressed the role of
public procurement and catering as key tools to promote and democratize access to quality products.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 2026 ANNUAL WORK PROGRAMME:

= Secures a robust budget, to ensure continuity and effectiveness of promotional programmes both in existing
and emerging markets;

= Expands promotional activities to target new markets, particularly in emerging regions where demand for EU
quality products is expected to grow;

= Allocates the budget available where most demanded to simple programmes, mirroring market realities
and previous AWP submission statistics;

= Safeguards at least the current budget allocated to promotion of EU quality schemes, even if the requested
grants for Gl campaigns last year significantly exceeded the available budget;

= Avoids discrimination against specific products or sectors, such as red and processed meat, or wine and
spirits, ensuring the current list of eligible products is maintained;

= Specifically includes the EU Optional Quality Term (OQT) “mountain product” as an eligible scheme under
the EU Promotion Policy. To enhance the promotion of this term at the EU level and raise awareness of its
characteristics, AREPO suggests that the European Commission highlight the OQT “mountain product” in
future Annual Work Programmes.
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Annual Work Programme 2026

B

Available budget of € 92 million for simple programmes (in comparison with € 185.9 million in 2024 and €
132 million in 2025, which included also multi programmes).

Budget for multi programmes and direct management to be defined in the autumn revision of 2026 budget
(through the Amending Letter to the draft 2026 budget). The European Commission aims to maintain the same
budget level as last year (€ 40 million).

No implementation with lump sum grants. The 2026 AWP will be implemented with grants based on actual
costs incurred.

Topics targeting third countries (AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-TC-AMERICAS; AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-TC-ASIA;
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-TC-OTHERS) will be merged into just one topic (AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-TC-ALL)

Mid-December 2025: Adoption by the Commission

January 2026: Publication of the calls for proposals
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Promotion Policy

Annual Work Programme 2026 — Budget Simple Programmes

SIMPLE PROGRAMMES AWP 2025 | AWP 2026
92 92
Simple programmes in the Internal market 39,1 39,1
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-IM-CHARACTERISTICS 3 3
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-IM-EU-QUALITY SCHEMES 9
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-IM-FRESH-FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 9,1 9,1
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-IM-ORGANIC 10 7
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-IM-SUSTAINABLE 6 6
Simple programmes in Third Countries 47,9 47,9
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-TC-AMERICAS 9,3
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-TC-ASIA 16,3 429
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-TC-OTHERS 17,3
AGRIP-SIMPLE-2026-TC-ORG-SUST 3 3
Market disturbance/additional call for proposals 5 5

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025
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Promotion Policy — Simplifying the implementation

AREPO Feedback on Simplifying the implementation of Promotion Programmes:

B

We consulted members involved in Promotion programmes. The insights stem from practical
experience with SIMPLE programmes, especially, as well as from recent field and financial
audits.

Need for clearer rules and flexibility in reporting and amendments, especially under the new lump
sum model.

Request for a common evaluation and reporting guide for SIMPLE programmes to harmonize
procedures across Member States.

Call to extend deadlines (reporting and contract conclusion) and simplify administrative
requirements.

Stress on reducing legal and bureaucratic burdens to make programmes more accessible
and sustainable for beneficiaries.

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025

Slide 25 of 75



£
AREPO

("4 ASSOCIATION DES

u
REGIONS EUROPEENNES
u I / DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE

EUSAIR brings together 9 countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Greece, ltaly, Montenegro, North
Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia) to promote economic, social and territorial cohesion in the Adriatic-lonian area.

Purpose & Focus

» Explore how the Mediterranean Diet can be leveraged as a tool to promote tourism, local products and
sustainable food systems in the Adriatic-lonian region.

/

Engage stakeholders (regional, national, EU) to discuss strategies, share experiences, and design future initiatives
under EUSAIR’s Action dedicated to Sustainable Tourism and focusing on promoting the Mediterranean Diet and
local, organic and Gl products as tools for sustainable tourism, cultural heritage and local development.

> Foster collaboration to integrate quality, local and Gl products into touristic, cultural, economic and
environmental policies.

» Co-create a Strategic Flagship Project under EUSAIR to mobilize funding and coordinate efforts.

» Monitor upcoming EU calls related to sustainable food systems and tourism innovation.
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Information on the organization of
the 2026 European promotion event

Giulia SCAGLIONI | AREPO policy officer
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AREPO Promotional Event in Brussels — Spring 2026

AMRYM 23 April 2026, Brussels
% A European gathering to celebrate the excellence of origin products

Every two to three years, AREPO organises a high-visibility event in Brussels to promote
Geographical Indications through direct, meaningful experiences involving regions, Gl producers,

and EU institutions.

The Concept: Promotion Through Experience

» Promote Gls through sensory experience: tastings, product displays, exchange with producers

» Institutional visibility for Regions and their territories

» Encourage interaction with EU institutions and policy makers
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AREPO Promotional Event in Brussels

A longstanding tradition:

w2009 — 1st edition: Mariann Fischer Boel, Commissioner for Agriculture
w2011 — 2nd edition: Dacian Ciolos, Commissioner for Agriculture

w2015 — 3rd edition: Phil Hogan, Commissioner for Agriculture & MEPs Dorfmann and
Andrieu

w2018 — 4th edition: Sauze-Vandevyver (DG AGRI) & MEPs Dorfmann and De Castro

w2023 — 5th edition: Janusz Wojciechowski, Commissioner for Agriculture & MEP De
Castro and Sander
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AREPO Promotional Event in Brussels %

3rd edition: Mr Hogan, Commissioner for Agriculture 5th edition: Mr Wojciechowski, Commissioner for Agriculture
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AREPO Promotional Event in Brussels /\ e
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AREPO Promotional Event in Brussels W

Grand Est

il Grand Est
GrandEst
La Région -
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2026 | 6th AREPO EU event: logistic information

call for
interest for
AREPO regions

online information
meeting

deadline for
adhesion

logistic
meeting

6th AREPO EU
event

Common House of Emilia-Romagna, Hessen, Nouvelle-Aquitaine and Wielkopolska

Rue Montoyer 21 - 1000 Brussels

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025
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2026 | 6th AREPO EU event: Structure and objectives

Structure of the event

» EU high level conference in the afternoon

» Gl sampling in the evening

Specific objectives of the 6" edition

= Present preliminary results of the Gl SMART project
=~ Engage stakeholders through the GI SMART Community Platform

= Contribute to the policy reflection on the Gl Action Plan
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AREPO General Assembly
2026 | 6th AREPO EU event: Participation format

For Regions wishing to participate in the sampling should:

= Confirm your participation by replying to the call for interest (by December 5", 2025)
= Designate a contact person responsible for the event

= Select the products to be presented and organise their shipment

= Set-up regional table at the event

= There is no participation fee, but the cost of Gl products and shipment is covered by
the participating Regions

AREPO covers all the remaining costs of the organisation.
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2026 | 6th AREPO EU event: Participation format W

Important. Try not to exceed the 150
portions in order to avoid food waste!
Please note that there is no possibility to

from the following categories : cook be available only for simple operations.
= PGl, PDO, TSG (registered or in process of the products.
registration); The catering will
= and/or organic farming;
= and/or optional quality term "mountain product". 'e
\ We also recommend:
each Region wishing to present > 3 different categories of products

wines/ciders is invited to provide at most two different (processed products with Gl as primary
wines/ciders: ingredient are also eligible)

= 6 bottles in case you choose one wine/cider including a fruit or vegetable among these

. _ _ _ .
> 12 bottles in case you choose two different wines/ciders IS [TeCl e

decorating the table with other food products
Important: for practical reasons, the wines will be served on and handicrafts

the wine bars by the catering.
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Update on

~—

/Mg GISMART

S&p
Giulia SCAGLIONI | AREPO policy officer
Chema GIL | CREDA
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Gl SMART
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The main objective is to assess and strengthen the contribution of Geographical Indications to

sustainable territorial development

Horizon project: Research and
innovation

A

June 2024 -
May 2028
Policy makers '
N
N
Consumers e
roducers

»

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025

&

> Gl SMART has a total budget of 3 430 061€

= AREPO maximum grant amount for the 4 years
is 224 187.50€

= Lump sum approach gives us flexibility on
allocation of budget

= Prefinancing: 54 174,91 € received in October
2024, remaining 50% in September 2025

AREPO leads communication, dissemination,
exploitation and stakeholder engagement
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Gl SMART 4 Research Focus

Gl SMART will unroll in 4 phases described below. The work around the 4

Research Focuses will be carried out in the frame of two distinct phases, Step

2 and Step 3, each phase corresponding to a dedicated work package.

STEP 1

Deliver sound State-of-the-Art on Gls
susta/nab/‘//’tyw:' N

During the whole project

Communicate on and ' STEP 2

disseminate project Define

results & engage methodology &
| pilot testing

stakeholders \\\\ ‘.I

///

N,

Design & deliver policy
recommendations & e
good practices ollect & ana yse
data, synthesize
AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025 findings
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Research Focus 01

Assessing the sustainability of all EU Gls in all their
dimensions

Research Focus 02

Mapping practices and valorise Gls sustainable
outcome

Exploring and benchmarking policies for Gls

Research Focus 04

Improving consumer insights to realise sustainable
Gls
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Where do we stand? y 3

# RF1 - Assessing Gl sustainability
Led by UNIPR

* Choosing indicators for environmental, social,
economic, and governance dimensions

* Drafting a survey to collect view and
information from 5 different categories of
stakeholders

* Connecting Gl to their local impact

g

* Collaboration with the CoR on a study on the
role of regions in supporting Gls

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025

© RF2 - Mapping sustainable
practices
Led by Origin for Sustainability

* Creating clusters of Gls based on national-level
data

* Building a Library of Sustainable Practices from
real cases

* Conducting short case studies + in-depth case
studies

&) RF4 — Understanding consumers
Led by UNEW

* Preparing World Café-style dialogues between
producers & consumers

* Designing consumer survey with choice
experiments for 7 countries

* Preparing eye-tracking and online experiments

ARE?P&@

ASSOCIATION DES
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Stakeholder engagement O national MAPs
Obijective 01 1 EU MAP

Create knowledge exchange between different stakeholders across
the EU;

Obijective 02
Collecting feedback and input on project activities, namely: 9

« Validation of conceptual and analytical framework;
UNEW

Q..

KASSEL

 Validation of policy recommendation; ofs 9 AgroSense
Obijective 03 UEVORAV 9

UNIPR &
Disseminate project results and strategic CREDA UNIFI 9
guidelines. -

* Feedback on definition of methodology;

* Discussion of the results of research;

INRAE
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Update on G| SMART o

# What are MAPs?
MAPs are participatory spaces where stakeholders collaborate to discuss challenges and
opportunities related to Gls and sustainability.

« Engage national and regional « Connects national insights to the European
stakeholders level

» Address country-specific challenges and  Facilitates exchange between countries
priorities

» Engages with EU policymakers and
» Facilitate dialogue among local actors Institutions

How do they connect?
National MAPs provide bottom-up input, while the EU MAP integrates these insights into broader
discussions and policy considerations at the European level.

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025 Slide 42 of 75




AREPO General Assembly
AREPO stakeholder engagement
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Where we stand: first round of national MAP meetings underway!

May S= = ED July + =
O O O O
= g1 June 11 Autumn

Stakeholder engagement adapts to national contexts

Format, priorities and engagement depend on national policy environments and levels of Gl
system development

T 1 introductory meeting + 3 online meetings per MAP
@ Email used to share feedback & collect practices

What is coming next: second round of MAP meetings (fall 2025)
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Official launch of GI SMART Community Platform &>
@ Geographical Indications @ Diversity & Inclusion:
Conference
A Producers’ Vision for the EU Action Plan * Ensure gender balance among

on Geographical Indications & Launch of the speakers

| SMART ity Pl : :
&' S Syl s el * Representation from diverse sectors:
A Speakers: wine, food, spirits

> Gl producer groups (main focus) * Producers from 16 Member States

» EU Commissioner for Agriculture — Mr. : : :
Hansen S  Variety of sizes and regions of Gl

> Representative of the Council producers

Presidency — Mr Adam Nowalk,
Undersecretary of State in the Polish
Ministry of Agriculture

» Regional Ministers for Agriculture
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AREPO General Assembly
Official launch of GI SMART Community Platform

\ 3

* 28 Participation: * ltaly
* Approx. 247 participants e Latvia
* Audience from 24 countries ¢ Lithuania

STAKEHOLDER TYPE

* Austria e Luxemburg

e Belgium * Netherland _ o e
 Bulgaria * Poland ~ %
e Croatia * Portugal ’

e Czech Republic * Romania C—

* Finland  Slovakia |

* France * Slovenia RBtiMinistries

« Germany * Spain o

* Greece e Switzerland 10%

* Hungary UK

* Ireland

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025
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It would be good to
support exchange of best
practices related to
enforcement, for example
via such networking
activities like the Gl
SMART Community
Platform that you are
launching today.

Finally, investments in
research, innovation and
knowledge exchange on
Gls is also important for
developing the sector.
The GI SMART project is
one such example.
https://aeur.eu/f/hlo

. Seographical
SR Indications
to smart territorial
development
and sustainability

) www.gismart.eu
#GISMARTproject @ ©
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AREPO General Assembly
Launch of the Platform
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POLITIQUES SECTORIELLES f AGRICULTURE

La Commission européenne évoque des pistes pour développer le secteur des indications

géographiques

Bruxelles, 27/06/2025 (Agence Europe)
A I'occasion de la conférence de lancement du projet de recherche G/ Smart — une plateforme communautaire d’informations sur les indications
géographiques (IG) —, organisée mercredi 25 juin et jeudi 26 juin a Bruxelles, le commissaire européen a I'Agriculture, Christophe Hansen, a présenté
plusieurs pistes pour renforcer le développement des |G.

M. Hansen a notamment suggéré de définir « un cadre stratégique » pour promouvoir ces signes de qualité.

Parmi les mesures évoquées figurent : - un soutien accru aux campagnes de promotion dédiées ; - la création d'un prix européen annuel pour les |G, sur le
modéle de celui existant pour les produits biologigques ; - la mise en place d'une coopération volontaire avec les supermarchés ; - une meilleure exploitation
du potentiel des marchés publics, par exemple en définissant un pourcentage d'achats d’'lG dans les cantines scolaires.

Il a également souligné I'importance de la promotion internationale des produits sous |G, en appelant a de véritables « offensives diplomatiques » et a
I'inclusion de chapitres spécifiques aux |G dans les accords commerciaux conclus avec les pays tiers.

La communauté des IG s'est ainsi réunie a I'occasion d'une grande conférence ayant rassemblé plus de 200 participants venus de toute I'Union
européenne. Organisé par 'AREPO (Association des régions européennes des produits d’origine), 'EFOW (European Federation of Qrigin Wines)

et oriGIn EU (Organisation for an International Geographical Indications Network — Europe), I'événement a offert une plateforme d'échanges sur I'état
actuel et les perspectives d'avenir des indications géographiques en Europe.

Lien vers le discours du commissaire : https://aeur.eu/f/hlo (Lionel Changeur)
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POLITICOPRO
Morning Agriculture & Food,,

By LUCIA MACKENZIE
with BARTOSZ BRZEZINSKI and KETRIN JOCHECOVA

PRESENTED BY

L214.

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS BACK IN THE SPOTLIGHT: After receiving some tough press recently, geographical indications and their merits will be in the spotlight today with the kickoff
of a two-day conference bringing together regional authorities, EU institutions, civil society and producers of traditional EU agri-food goods.

Not everyone is a fan: While the conference aims to highlight the benefits of the EU’s system for protecting traditional products connected to geographical locations from copycats elsewhere,
Gls have been caught in international trade crosshairs recently. Their “misuse” has been referred to as ‘one of the most egregious trade barriers” in the EU’s arsenal by the U.S. agri-food
lobby and protections on Prosecco and Parmesan have come up as a sticking point in trade negotiations with Australia.

United front: Agriculture Commissioner Christophe Hansen will kick off the conference’s opening session this afternoon, followed by a series of panels largely populated by Gl goods
producers from all over Europe. Panelists will discuss the potential of Gls when it comes to competitiveness, biodiversity and the bloc’s rural fabric, as well as the challenges they face.

Action plan push: The conference organizers want Gl producers to voice their concerns at the conference in the hopes of contributing to an EU action plan on the topic. Revisions to the
system for agri-food products came into force in May of last year, and there has since been a push for the Commission to pen an action plan for further protections.

Simplification: According to the conference organizers — the Association of European Regions for Products of Origin, the European Federation of Origin Wines and oriGIn EU — producers
face challenges on “sustainability requirements, market access, generational renewal and administrative burdens” that should be addressed in a future action plan. Sound familiar?

**A message from L214: Over 80% of European citizens want to end factory farming — yet there’s still no law in sight to curb the worst abuses inflicted on animals. MEPs: now is the time to
take a brave stand and join them! Sign the pledge here **
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Christophe Hansen &
@CHansenEU

(A oee

Kalamata olives, Prosciutto di Parma, Manchego, Melon de Cavaillon & a

glass of Moselle Luxembourgeoise.

My perfect summer plate of @ Geographical Indications products!

Gls boost local economies & traditions: a success story for producers &
consumers
@-curopa.eu/IfFxp8Q

6:22 PM - Jun 25, 2025 - 1,001 Views

Q Ms

Qw7

@ Eu

Geographical
Indications

€75
billion
in sales
per year

>

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025

" EU CAP Network
e 0,001 follower
4 giorni « Modificato « ®

The Horizon Europe Gl SMART project has officially launched its Community
Platform.

Gl SMART highlights Geographical Indications (Gl) as a successful tool for
sustainable rural development, and as an attractive, competitive model for farmers
and producers. 2

The EU CAP Network's Support Facility for Innovation and Knowledge exchange
was happy to participate in this launch event, where EU Commissioner for
Agriculture and Food Christophe Hansen underlined: “Knowledge exchange and
innovation can play an important role in further developing the potential of
European Gls.”

The new Community Platform is a Europe-wide collaborative space, designed to
connect all those interested in the sustainability of Geographical Indications.

It will:

« Highlight the added value that Gls can bring to local communities and beyond
« Allow Gl producers to share experiences, expectations, challenges and
opportunities, ensuring that their voices help shape future research and policies

« Let participants gain access to a network of experts, resources and opportunities
to influence sustainability policies for Gls

I} Interested in learning more, joining or contributing?
Visit https://www.gismart.eu/

Mostra traduzione

U CAP
ETWORK

MART

ASSOCIATION DES
REGIONS EUROPEENNES
DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE

Eric Sargiacomo . 2* # Collegati
t€ européen & conseiller régional Nouvelle Aquitaine

ni « Modificato » @

£U * Lancement du projet europeen Gl Smart, aux cétes de nombreux
partenaires engages pour la def etled pp des indications
geographiques en Europe !

En tant que vice-président de la Commission Agriculture du Parlement européen et
coprésident de l'intergroupe Vins, spiritueux et aliments de qualité, j'ai tenu a
rappeler un message simple :

Les indications géographiques (IG) sont des démarches collectives qui
structurent des territoires, créent de la valeur et doivent étre mieux protégées.

# Ce sont aussi des outils de régulation & la main des producteurs, indispensables
pour garder le contrdle collectif sur la production, éviter les surproductions,
stabiliser les prix, et renforcer la souveraineté alimentaire européenne.

# Un échange passionnant et stimulant avec des chercheurs, des représentants
professionnels, des producteurs, et de nombreux acteurs venus de toute I'Europe.

Merci aux organisateurs pour leur invitation et leur engagement ! ¢
Sans oublier la région Région Nouvelle-Aquitaine et Regione Emilia-Romagna pour
I'accueil dans leurs locaux et les produits de qualité proposés aux participants

Christophe Hansen oriGIn EU - Organisation for a European Geographical
Indications network AREPO Quality EFOW CNAOC Région Nouvelle-Aquitaine
Raphaél Fattier Gaél DAVID CFDT Agri Agro La Via Campesina COPA COGECA
CEJA Young Farmers IFOAM Organics Europe INTERBEV Contexte La France
Agricole Euractiv Sud Ouest La France Agricole Marine COLLI Benoit Cassart
Mathilde Dupré Saskia Bricmont Estelle Ceulemans Loig Chesnais-Girard Jeunes
Agriculteurs FNSEA PS - Parti socialiste Veblen Institute for Economic Reforms
Socialists and Democrats Group in the European Parliament La Coopération
Agricole

Mostra traduzione
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Where are we now? ;‘ GISMART

Registration snapshot (as of October 15t 2025): 326 total
stakeholders registered! 253 registered to EU MAP

STAKEHOLDERS BY COUNTRY

+15.18% increase in registrations
after the conference

(from 224 to 258 registered users by the
end of June)

French MAP; 34

German MAP; 9
Greek MAP; 7|

Swiss MAP; 13

() 25 different nationalities
represented

Including countries from the Balkans
and Eastern Europe:

Albania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic,
Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia

Spanish MAP; 53

Portuguese MAP;
27
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Stakeholders by type
100 95
90
80 74
70
50 45
40
30
18
N 12 12 8
. m z
Advisor / Consumer Control body EU funded EU network EU producer European Gl producer NGO (local, Other Public Research
Innovation Organisation project of regions organisation Institution or Gl regional, authority/ Institute
broker / (Horizon (EC, EP, EESC, producer national, policy maker
Intermediary 2020, CoR, etc) group European) (national,
Horizon regional,
Europe, LIFE, local)

Interreg, etc)
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Next EU MAP activities (2025-2026) o

Autumn 2025

®. Consumer organisations
workshop (November 20t
2025)

SURVEY TO MONITOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE Gl
REGULATION 2024/1143

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025

SHOWCASE OF GOOD
PRACTICES

Spring 2026

/> AREPO European Event on
origin and quality products
— Focus on Gl SMARTs first
results

& Workshop on Gl producer
groups Exchange on national
recognition systems

ASSOCIATION DES
REGIONS EUROPEENNES
DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE

2026 — 2028

Knowledge sharing

() Webinars for regional
actors

¢ Stakeholder workshops

(with oriGIn & EFOW)

Capacity building
it Training on policy engagement
® Online trainings for Gl producers:
* How to use the sustainability self-
assessment toolkit
» Marketing strategies for stronger GlI-
consumer relationships
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Update on Gl SMART o

If you are interested in joining the GI SMART Community Platform, but you
haven't registered yet, please do so using the following QR code to access to
the registration form:

An opportunity to contribute to Gl research and policy

< AREPO members can take part in National Multi-Actor
Platforms (MAPs)

®. A space to bring the voice of territories into discussions
on sustainability (climate, governance, innovation, etc.)

& Potential to influence European strategies through
participation in the EU-level platform coordinated by AREPO

You can choose to join your country MAP, the EU MAP or both for a wider
engagement!
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LUNCH BREAK

13:00 - 14:30
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THEMATIC PART 2

Working group on CAP

14:30 - 16:30
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Working group on CAP %

In July 2025, the European Commission presented:

= Proposal for a Requlation establishing the new European Fund for economic, social and territorial
cohesion, agriculture and rural development, fisheries and maritime policy, prosperity and security
for the period 2028-2034 (COM(2025) 565 final

= Proposal for a Requlation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the conditions
for the implementation of the Union support to the Common Agriculture Policy for the period from
2028 to 2034

= AREPO analysis: key features of these two proposals, with a particular focus on the elements concerning
Geographical Indications (Gls).
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AREPO

The proposal for a new European Single Fund W

= Integration of key investment instruments, such as Cohesion policy, the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), and the
Common Fisheries Policy, into a single strategic and financial framework based on nationally pre-allocated
envelopes;

= Budgetary envelope of € 865 billion at current prices, and € 150 billion in loans. It also envisages the creation of
an EU Facility, a budgetary reserve to respond to emergencies, finance innovative transnational projects, and
provide technical assistance;

= EC justified this proposal in terms of:

Administrative simplification (from around 540 programmes to 27 National and Regional Partnership Plans
(NRPs) (one single programming document per Member State) and a single Interreg Plan);

Greater strategic coherence, through an integrated programming process and a single rulebook;

Operational flexibility, allowing for the reallocation of resources in response to emerging priorities or
unforeseen crises;

Results-oriented approach, with funding linked to the achievement of predefined objectives rather than cost
reimbursement;

Multilevel governance and partnership, reinforcing the regional dimension and stakeholder participation.
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National and Regional Partnership Plans %

The new budget will be implemented through National and Regional Partnership Plans, designed by Member
States following a multi-level governance and bottom-up approach, ensuring the participation of regional and
local actors and other stakeholders, in order to better align investment priorities with territorial needs.

Member State » The regulation maintains a single national plan with only
submits its NRP to

voluntary regional annexes;
the Commission I The process I

» Member States would have to designate at least one
managing, paying, and audit authority;

o » EU and national CAP Networks, as support and knowledge-
Commission . . .
adopts its sharing platforms, contribute to the design and
financing decision implementation of the CAP interventions of the NRP Plan.

Council
implementing Criticality: weakening of Regional and Commission
decision Roles and the EU-wide coherence of CAP
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AREPO
Risks of Integrating CAP into a Single Common Fund \-f&

= This approach risks diluting the specific objectives and governance structures of each policy and erode
the visibility and continuity of EU agricultural policy, moving away from the tailored, sector-specific
approach that has been central to the CAP;

= CAP: risk that rural and agricultural priorities will lose visibility, especially in Member States where
Cohesion policy dominates national investment agendas;

= Governance challenges for regions: the single rulebook and integrated Partnership Plans could weaken
regional decision-making. Regions currently managing rural development programs may see their role
diluted, as agricultural interventions would compete with larger national envelopes, e.g. transport or
infrastructure projects;

= Risk to predictability of support: Cross-sectoral reallocation mechanisms, while designed to provide
flexibility, could jeopardize the stability of agricultural support and undermine long-term investments in rural
areas and quality schemes.
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Interlinks beetween NRP - CAP proposals

+ Definitions » CAP national recommendations and

» General and specific objectives + Farm stewardship

« Horizontal principles / Charter / Rule of Law » Environment and climate priority areas
» Technical assistance + Types of interventions

+ Budget

+ Generational Renewal Strategy
« Preparation, approval, revision of the Plan

« Union actions L

+ Title V: CAP (Types of interventions, crisis payment...) ) gitgorny in charge of data governance under the
« Governance of the Plan

+ European and National CAP Network

+ Control system for farm stewardship

+ Assurance & audit

« Data collection & recording, transparency

+ Rules on payments

+ |ACS

« Financial instruments

+ Territorial and local cooperation initaitives

+ Integrated territorial and urban development
« Annex V: Template for the NRP Plan

« Starter pack for young farmers

* Measures to resolve specific problems
+ Committee procedure/Delegation of powers
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The CAP in the proposal for the Single Fund

AREPO

B

B
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The CAP proposal accompanies the new financial architecture set out in the Single Fund and it reflects the
priorities outlined by the Commission in the “Vision for Agriculture and Food” (February 2025).

It establishes the horizontal rules for the implementation of the CAP 2028-2034, namely: management and
control systems, financial reporting, policy monitoring and evaluation, risk management, and compliance with
environmental and social conditionalities.

The CAP would be fully integrated into the new Fund, and its programming and delivery would take
place through the National and Regional Partnership Fund and plans.

A ring-fenced budget of at least €300 billion (current prices) reserved for income support and crisis
support

To be topped-up by the NRP Plans for other CAP tools, such as LEADER, territorial and local cooperation
initiatives, knowledge and innovation (EIP-AGRI), the EU school scheme, and measures for outermost and
smaller Aegean islands

+ European Competitiveness Fund focusing on research and innovation in the agricultural sector

+ Unity Safety Net (a reviewed crisis reserve)

ASSOCIATION DES
REGIONS EUROPEENNES
DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE
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REGIONS EUROPEENNES
DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE

Category / Intervention Ring-fenced (core €300 bn CAP) Non-ring-fenced (NRP Plans / other)

Income Support

a) Degressive area-based income support
b) Coupled income support
c) Crop-specific payment for cotton
d) Payment for natural and other area-specific constraints
e) Payment for mandatory environmental requirements
Farm & Rural Development Support

f) Agri-environmental and climate actions
g) Support for small farmers
h) Support for risk management tools (insurance, mutual funds)
i) Investments for farmers and forest holders
j) Setting-up of young farmers, new farmers, rural start-ups and

small farmers

k) Farm relief services

Territorial & Local Cooperation

1) LEADER / community-led local development

n) Territorial and local cooperation initiatives

Knowledge & Innovation

m) Knowledge sharing and innovation in agriculture, forestry and
rural areas

Sectoral & Market Measures (CMO & specific regions)

r) Interventions in certain sectors under the CMO (producer
organisations, etc.)

q) EU school scheme
o) Interventions in outermost regions (Reg. 228/2013)

p) Interventions in smaller Aegean islands (Reg. 229/2013)

<]

< J< B
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= Approach based on national CAP Strategic Plans

= Their approval would follow the new procedure where the Council adopts the final implementing decision on the
National and Regional Partnership Plans, based on a Commission proposal

= CAP national recommendations are adopted by the Commission providing guidance to each MS for the
implementation of the CAP-relevant specific objectives, taking into account MS situation.

= These plans would remain the CAP core programming tools, consisting of targeted interventions tailored to
national and regional contexts, while aligned with shared EU objectives, thus allowing Member States more
flexibility.

= Member States would remain responsible for the management of CAP funds.

= The implementation of the CAP would take place through National and Regional Partnership Plans, in
line with the principles of subsidiarity and multi-level governance. This means that NRP plans, under the overall
framework of the proposed Single Fund, would provide the delivery mechanism for many territorial and rural
investments, including some funded under the CAP.
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= Access to CAP payments would remain conditional on compliance with minimum environmental and
social requirements, designed by Member States but within a common EU framework -> new farm
stewardship ensuring compliance with the “do no significant harm” principle.

= An incentive-based approach allowing MS to better reward farmers who go beyond the minimum
requirements by providing them with financial support for the ecological transition and sustainable resource
management.

= New co-financing approach allowing for the combination of grants and financial instruments, including blended
finance, to optimise the use and targeting of CAP resources.

= Generational renewal: MS have to include a national strategy within their Partnership Plans, based on context-
specific needs. This must be accompanied by a tailored “starter pack” for young farmers, combining investment
support, advice, and measures that ease access to land and services, aiming to ensure the long-term viability
and attractiveness of the EU farming sector.
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The CAP in the proposal for the Single Fund

A Common Policy in partnership with MS

Preparation of the Plan
MS CAP interventions tailored to their needs
Regions Implementation, progress towards targets

AREPO | 2" General Assembly of 2025, 22 October 2025 Slide 67 of 75




AREPO

- - ASSOCIATION DES
OSSIDI€e rISKS
DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE

= From €386 billion in the current 2021-2027 CAP to around €300 billion (ring-fenced exclusively for income
support and crisis management, including the Unity Safety Net) under the new proposal -> nominal decrease
and an even sharper reduction in real terms when adjusted for inflation.

= This shrinks the overall capacity of the CAP to respond to long-term challenges and support farm incomes at EU
level.

= Rural development, LEADER, and smaller CAP schemes are not ring-fenced and would be financed through
the broader Single Fund, alongside cohesion and fisheries policies.

= This leave rural development to compete for resources with wider regional and social investments.

= The shift risks reducing the predictability and visibility of EU support for territorial development, quality schemes,
and community-led initiatives in rural areas.
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Gls and other Union quality schemes remain eligible for support within the CAP framework:
= Recital 14 CAP proposal (Support for quality schemes, promotion, and short supply chains);

= Both CAP Regulation (Art. 5) and Single Fund proposal (Art. 35) list these schemes among eligible interventions
through National and Regional Partnership Plans (NRPs).

& Gls remain integrated in the CAP architecture but without stronger or new support tools.

= Technical and Administrative Assistance (Art. 12 CAP Regulation): possibility for the EU to finance technical
and administrative assistance for the implementation and management of the Fund. Directly managed by the
Commission, it now explicitly includes Union quality schemes, notably the development, registration and

protection of the names, symbols and abbreviations associated with PDO, PGl and TSG schemes, as well as
contributions under international agreements.

L Positive point: While such activities were already financed in practice under the current CAP, the proposal

strengthens the legal base for using CAP funds for EU-level management of Gl and organic schemes, providing
greater legal clarity and continuity.
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Territorial and local cooperation initiatives (art. 74 CAP):

= Expand the scope of specific type of support for territorial and local cooperation initiatives, including a
dedicated provision for quality schemes under point (e). It would allow MS to fund cooperation activities
that promote Union or national quality schemes and their use by farmers.

= Art. 35 Single Fund _ Art. 74 CAP: art. 35 Single Fund includes among the type of interventions
the “Territorial and local cooperation activities” that are described in art. 74 of the CAP proposal.

& The proposal maintain the approach on Gls within the current cooperation measure, which already
includes the possibility to support Union and national quality schemes (Article 77 of Regulation 2021/2115).

A Lack of specificity in cooperation measures:

= Art 74 no longer details the types of support eligible for quality schemes (currently limited to certification and
promotion costs).

= This greater flexibility may represent an opportunity to include more ambitious measures supporting Gls, but at
the same time it may bring the risk of uneven implementation across Member States and uncertainty for Gl
producer groups.
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Territorial and local cooperation initiatives (art. 74 CAP):

= As it is the case under the current CAP regulation, Gl producer groups (as defined in Article 32 of Regulation
2024/1141) are not automatically eligible under Article 74.

= They can only benefit if they are formally recognised as a CAP producer group or organisation under
national rules and if Member States include this support in their NRP Plans.

= Furthermore, since the measure is dedicated to the setting-up, a Gl producer group could receive CAP
cooperation support as a producer group only for its initial organisation and marketing efforts.

= The aid is limited to new producer groups.
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Support for sectoral interventions under the CMO framework

= Current framework for sectoral interventions under the CMO are maintained, covering sectors such as fruit
and vegetables, wine, olive oil, hops, and apiculture.

= Recognised producer organisations (POs), associations of POs, and interbranch organisations (IBOs) will
continue to implement operational programmes, which remain the primary delivery tool for these
measures.

= In the Single Fund, sectoral interventions are integrated into the same programming and financial framework
as income support and rural development, with a ring-fenced component (Art 35, point r) for certain core
interventions and other sectoral measures financed outside the core CAP envelope through the NRP Plans.

= The proposal clarifies support ceilings and allows higher co-financing rates for priority or crisis-related
interventions.

= This approach streamlines the management of sectoral programmes while maintaining continuity for sectors
closely linked to Gls, such as wine and olive oil.
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To sum up

% 1. Integration of CAP into a Single Common Fund

» Risk of dilution of agricultural and rural priorities within a broad multi-sectoral
framework.

 Weakened regional governance and reduced role of the European Commission.

* Uncertain predictability of agricultural support due to flexible allocation mechanisms.

@l 2. Decrease in Agricultural Funding
* Overall reduction of CAP resources (€300 bn vs €386 bn in 2021-2027).

» Risk of limited capacity to sustain farm income and long-term investments.

W 3. Threats to Rural Development and LEADER
* Non-ring-fenced funding for rural development and territorial cooperation.

« Competition with cohesion and social policies for limited resources.
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Collaboration and
synergies with
other EU regional
network
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« The proposals maintain the status quo, without introducing new or strengthened tools
for the development and valorisation of Gls.

« There are no specific interventions to enhance the economic performance, visibility,
or market access of Gls beyond existing measures.

* The proposal removes detailed rules on eligible costs (previously limited to
certification and promotion), creating uncertainty on what can be financed.

* The new, more flexible wording could allow more ambitious support, but it also
increases the risk of uneven implementation among Member States.
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Working group on CAP

Contributions from members and partners
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Working group on CAP

Debate
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Thank you for your attention!

AREPO | Association of European Regions for Products of Origin

If you have any questions, please contact

Francesca ALAMPI Giulia SCAGLIONI

info@arepoquality.eu policyofficer@arepoquality.e

Phone: +32 0498 73 22 03

www.arepoquality.eu

AREPO

ASSOCIATION DES
REGIONS EUROPEENNES
DES PRODUITS D'ORIGINE

Slide 75 of 75



mailto:info@arepoquality.eu
mailto:policyofficer@arepoquality.eu

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64
	Slide 65
	Slide 66
	Slide 67
	Slide 68
	Slide 69
	Slide 70
	Slide 71
	Slide 72
	Slide 73
	Slide 74
	Slide 75
	Slide 76
	Slide 77
	Slide 78

